
Student welcome 

www.MothersUnionManchester.orgwww.MothersUnionManchester.org
Page 11

Will you Help Us Grow?
Page 3

Pages 8-9
Jubilee Celebrations

Cymbal
Summer 2012

Supporting you and your church in working with families



www.MothersUnionManchester.org

Congratulations to all our members with 
special birthdays and anniversaries. (Also 
see page 12).

Blue Sapphire Anniversary – 65 Years  
Ann and Edward (Ted) Combe, married on 
8th March 1947, at St James’ Church, New 
Bury.  They have lived in Farnworth all their 
married life,  Ann is a long serving member of 
the Seven Saints Team Mothers’ Union.
Golden Wedding Anniversary  
congratulations to Norma and Barry Hilton, 
St Anne’s, Royton who celebrated their 
special day in June.
Congratulations to Valerie and Colin Smith 
who celebrated their Golden Anniversary on 
23 June. Valerie is a member at St Paul’s, 
Peel Branch, Eccles Deanery.
90th Birthday Congratulations to Irene 
Dyson, an IMPC member of St Ann 
Edgeside, Rossendale. Irene has been a 
member for 13 years and enjoys Mothers’ 
Union.
90 years young, Joyce Bostock was born 
on the 3 March 1922 and this year will have 
been a Mothers’ Union member for 60 years. 
Joyce attends St Mary the Virgin Davyhulme 
Church and has been Branch Leader, 
Secretary and Treasurer of St Mary’s branch .
RIP 
Below and on page 11, we celebrate the lives 
of members who leave a legacy of service.
Mary Rhodes, widow of the late Revd. Leslie 
Rhodes, passed away peacefully on January 
21st, aged 97 years.  She was a devoted 
member for 72 years and enrolling member in 
Bolton and Crumpsall and for 16 years at St 
Clement’s Urmston.  She was also Overseas 
Representative for the Manchester Diocese.  
She was an inspirational and hard-working 
leader and will be remembered fondly.  

Dates for your diary
Aug 10-28  Offi ce closed.
Sept 3  Tea with the President at   
 Falshaw’s Tickets £10, available  
 from the offi ce, in support of  
 Wheels Appeal.
Sept 13-14 Student Welcome: Help with  
 bagging of gifts.
Sept 15  Welcome International Students:  
 help with soup and goody bags
Sept 17-20 Soup and Distribution of 
 ‘Goody Bags’.
Sept 28-30 Retreat at Foxhill.
Oct 11   Celebration 2012  Albert Halls, 
 Bolton. 
Nov 1  Thursday Prayers Cathedral  
 (please note change of date).
Nov 3  Autumn Council St Thomas 
 Centre, Ardwick Green.
Nov 8  York Provincial Service, 
 Manchester Cathedral 2.30pm.
Nov 16  Quiet Day in the Cathedral.
Dec 6  Diocesan Advent Service. 
  

Salisbury Link Visit – Hostesses  required 
for the vist next year May 30-june 2, if you 
are willing to volunteer to be a hostess to 
our visitors from Bradford-on-Avon and 
Devizes, please send your name & address 
to Jean Driver, 17 Styal Avenue, Stretford, 
Manchester M32 9FJ Tel: 0161 865 2677.

Early planning for 2013
May   30 - June 2 Salisbury Link visit 
 to Manchester  
June  12  General Meeting in Bath

CongratulationsCongratulations



There will be others who write about the great 
time they had in Llandudno at the General 
Meeting, although neither words nor photos 
can really do the experience justice! You 
need to be there if at all possible, so put 12 
June 2013 in your diary now and anticipate a 
trip to Bath. 

It is always good to spend time together, 
to meet friends, “You’re from Manchester – I 
used to live there until I moved to Wales. I 
recognised you,” said one lady in the Venue 
Cymru, and to hear other people’s stories.

Stories were the focus of this year’s 
meeting and are also the focus of the Review 
which we hope you will receive soon, if not 
already!  Please ask your branch leader to 
send for suffi cient copies, then read it and 
think about passing it on. More importantly, 
after thought and prayer, pass on the ‘Help 
us grow’ invitation to someone not yet a 
member. Bear in mind that they may not 
wish to join your own branch. Diocesan 
membership may be more appropriate, for 
example.

If several branches around are fi nding 
diffi culty in attracting younger members, why 
not look to create a deanery group? Use 
your imagination when planning a venue and 
introduction to Mothers’ Union, then let the 
seed grow, nurturing it with your prayers.   

What is abundantly clear here in 
Manchester is that when people fi nd out 
what Mothers’ Union really is and does they 
are overwhelmed, and many wish to join. 

As members we are not always very good 
at looking for the titbits which will most 
interest others. All of us need to be well 
informed so that we can pluck the most apt 
– you may enjoy knitting for Special Care 
Baby Units but a busy young mum may be 
more interested in hearing about Parenting 
groups. 

You may enjoy serving soup to students but 
a professional man may fi nd more interesting 
the work at the prison Visitors Centre. When 
chatting to a clergy person, is theirs a church 
with lots of baptisms (Hand in Hand) or 
weddings (Loving for Life)?

As we look forward to the next triennium, 
I hope that we will all accept that it is our 
responsibility to ‘Help us grow’ and that it is 
vital for our future.

The past few weeks have been 
wonderfully hectic with branch, deanery 
and archdeaconry festivals as well as our 
diocesan Festival Praise. 

It never ceases to amaze me how different 
these services are, even though so many 
use our theme as their focus. There has 
been added a number of events to mark 
the Diamond Jubilee, again very different 
although all with the same aim, of giving 
thanks for the dedication of our monarch. 

I enjoyed reading some of the ways 
members have celebrated. (‘Painting’ with 
food colouring the Union fl ag onto dozens 
of buns must be one of the more dedicated 
efforts!  - They were sold to raise funds for 
Street Angels in Oldham.) 

On a personal note, if I have not visited you 
over the past fi ve years, you still have a few 
months left! I would love to say, at the end 
of six years, that I have been welcomed into 
every branch of this diocese but there are 
still some I have not met, shared fellowship 
and prayed with!

Barbara

“let the seed grow, 
nurturing it with 
your prayers”

by The Diocesan President
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At the Cathedral  on June 25th members  
together with invited guests, the League 
of Catholic Mothers, the Jewish Ladies, a 
Deputy Lieutenant, the High Sheriff, Mayors 
and consorts from around the Diocese, 
came together to celebrate Mothers’ Union 
in the Diocese of Manchester in the form of 
‘Festival Praise’.  

Which hymn moves you? Which hymn 
has a special meaning to you? Which hymn 
reminds you of a happy or sad occasion in 
your life or brings you nearer God?

The Bishop shared his view through the 
windows of the West end of the Cathedral, 
we turned to face the windows keeping our 
eye on the middle window as the sun shone 
through. What colours, what joy, what a 
sight,  Moving? – Yes. 

And the Indoor Members were there too – if 
not in person,  in a blanket knitted especially 
for the occasion, one square for each Indoor 
member – some squares had names on 
them, some were a bright colour but the 
warmth of their membership was there 
spread over an armchair.  

 We heard why some of the hymns had 
been chosen:

‘I the Lord of Sea and Sky’, chosen 
by Sandra Bradshaw our Manchester 
Archdeaconry President;

‘O Lord my God, when I in awesome 
wonder’ chosen by Lily Critten our Faith and 
Policy Co-ordinator;

‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ chosen by Mary 
Helliwell, Rochdale Archdeaconry President;

‘Make me a Channel of your Peace’ chosen by 
Carol Eyles, Salford Archdeaconry President.

They gave moving accounts of parts of 
their lives in which these hymns helped 
them to make a decision, supported them, 
brought them back to God.  The Mothers’ 
Union choir sang the anthem, ‘The Lord’s 
my Shepherd’.  There were readings 
and prayers, warmth and friendship. 

Festival Praise  

Presidents 
from 2013
Barbara Taylor, our current Diocesan 
President, has great pleasure in announcing 
that  Catherine Hilton is to be President  from 
January 2013. Cath is currently a General 
Trustee.  
Two new Archdeaconry presidents were also  
announced, Christine Faulkner for Bolton 
and Marion Ball for Rochdale.  
Our Congratulations and prayers go  to these 
members as they take on these important 
roles in the Diocese. 

by Chris Haworth
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The message from the general meeting was: 
‘Inspiring Membership - Help us Grow the seed 
we sow’. The challenge to us all is to increase 
our membership and to answer the following: 

How is your branch going to encourage new 
members?  Will you organise a ‘Find out more 
about Mothers’ Union’ event? Will you invite 
them to tea, arrange a special service, talk to 
your Toddler Group? Will you invite them to a 
meeting? Will you invite them personally?

To help with this Mary Sumner House 
have sent out, to all Branches, copies 
of two leafl ets. The fi rst, ‘Help us Grow’ 
incorporates an invitation which can be used 
to invite potential members to fi nd out more 
about being a member. 

The second leafl et ‘The Seed we Sow‘ 
gives a wealth of information regarding 
the projects/campaigns Mothers’ Union is 
involved with. 

Watch out for your leafl ets there should be 
one copy of each leafl et per branch member. 
How is your branch going to use them?

What will you do with your copy of Cymbal? 
Remember to PASS IT ON to your potential 
new members. Extra copies are available 
from the offi ce.

Once again the Worldwide 
General Meeting (GM) gave 
us an opportunity for three 
days away, this time in Wales. 
31 members from the diocese 
travelled to Bangor and stayed 
in accommodation at the 
university. On Friday we had 
a day out to Portmeirion and, 
despite the appalling weather, 
we all had a good time.  

The service in the evening 
at Bangor Cathedral was very 
uplifting and being bi-lingual 
was a new experience for 
many of us.  After the service 
we returned for our usual get together which 
was enjoyed by all despite having to cram 
ourselves into the kitchen area. Saturday we 
then travelled to Llandudno (joining 18 more 
members from Manchester) for the GM which 
as usual was inspiring and informative.  We 
are all looking forward to 2013 and preparing 
for our visit to Bath.
Didn’t we have a lovely time 
the day we went to Bangor?

From Manchester, lunch at St Asaph Tweed 
Mills on to  Bangor University to unpack and 
out to explore Bangor, meeting other Mothers’ 
Union members - that was only day one!  
Friday took us to Portmeirion. Umbrellas to 
the fore but, in spite of ‘incessant’ rain, we 
could not fail to be impressed with the beauty 
of the place and the unusual buildings.  

The highlight was the wonderful Evensong 
in Bangor Cathedral, so uplifting, spoken and 
sung in Welsh and English.  After an evening 
of fun, a singsong, some entertainment and 
a lovely buffet supper, it was the end of 
day two. Saturday we made our way to the 
General Meeting in Llandudno which was 
both enlightening and inspiring.  Many thanks 
to Marion Ball who organised the trip – it was 
truly a super trip to Bangor we will not forget. 

General Meeting by Marion Ball

by Dorothy Ford

Marketing
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Plans are well on the way in the organisation 
of our Retreat at Foxhill in September. 
Members of the Planning Committee have 
visited Foxhill and found the secluded 
situation of the house and the extensive 
grounds and woodland area to be just right for 
this, our fi rst Weekend Retreat. The chapel 
had an indescribably spiritual atmosphere, 
which was obvious to all those entering.  The 
Deputy Warden, Helen Thornton, is sure to 
give us a warm welcome.

It could only happen to 
a determined Faith and 
Policy Co-ordinator....

Jubilee Monday, June 4th. Whit walks. Be 
at the Cathedral  9.30 a.m. ready for prompt 
departure at 10 o`clock. How to get there?  
No transport until 10 a.m. What to do? 

Go anyway. Arrived Stockport 10.45 a.m. 
No connections visible. 192 bus arrived. The 
Service in Albert Square will have started. 
Hurry, hurry up, bus, arrived Piccadilly 11.30 
a.m. Service will be over; the procession will 
be leaving Albert Square. What to do? 

Join crowds on Cross St. Wait until 
Mothers` Union contingent comes in sight. 
Join them. Bands, music, masses of red, 
white and blue, children in identical fl imsy 
dresses. Exhilaration. I`d made it !

Walked with the `scholars` on Jubilee Day  
Took 2 hours over lunch, then off to Sandra 
Bradshaw`s for a Jubilee tea. Flags and 
bunting, nostalgia - seeing my old friends 
from St.Crispin`s. Scrumptious food. A group 
photograph alongside Queen Elizabeth.

Off again, must not miss evening concert 
outside Buckingham Palace. Arrived home 
just as the Queen arrived. Sat glued to it, 
stayed up until after midnight to watch the 
part missed. I had a really wonderful day. 

Quiet Day
Colossians Chapter 1 v 3
Thursday May 17th was Ascension Day-a 
very appropriate day for our Quiet Day. Our 
thoughts and prayers were led by the Dean, 
the Very Revd. Rogers Govender.  He chose 
as his refl ection of the day “hospitality”.

Hospitality leads us to think of hospitals, 
hospice, spaces to heal, spaces to rest, to 
eat together, to discuss, to enquire. Before 
Jesus leaves us at Ascension tide he 
wishes to leave us with our faith confi rming 
our closeness to Him.  He came to help all 
people, He is a healing God, He has space 
for all of us.  

The psalms hold great words for us to read 
and ponder over, looking to God for help, 
sharing and discovering the direction we need 
to go, the strength of His love for us. It is a 
place where we all read, listen and learn of 
the brokenness of the world and how He will 
lead us forward.  

We read that all begins and ends with 
God, we are inseparable, we go together, 
we share with others.  We ended our day by 
‘going together’ to share the Communion.  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all.

Looking ahead 
to retreat

Faith and Policy

by Lily Critten

by Barbara Hill
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Angels do exist - in Oldham

Street Angels support people  who work in 
or visit Oldham’s night time economy. Revd 
Jean Hurlston tells us more...

Street Angels are local volunteers who work 
alongside agencies like the police and council 
to ensure people are kept safe and enjoy 
themselves. Angels are on duty Saturday 
nights 11pm - 3am and on Bank Holiday 
weekends it’s Sunday 10pm- 2am instead. 

Oldham Street Angels go walkabout on 
Yorkshire Street and have a base at number 
80. There people, a bit worse for wear from 
drink, can wait in safety till collected by friends 
or until they’ve sobered suffi ciently to get a taxi 
home. 

As well as walking along the streets chatting 
to revellers Angels offer practical assistance 
such as searching for friends who have lost 
each other, escorting people to licensed cabs 
and collecting empty glass bottles left on 
doorsteps. 

They are in radio contact with emergency 
services. Angels can diffuse situations before 
things escalate.

They’re valued by visitors to clubs and bars 
and by those who work in the industry. Parents 

praised the care given by 
the Street Angels when the 
project began at Christmas 
saying that they felt confi dent 
in the knowledge that Street 
Angels were there.

It can be the other way 
round as team leader Jen 
Gibbons recalls, “It’s not just 
keeping young people safe”, 
she said, “at Christmas we 
looked after a lady who’d 
had one too many until her 
daughter came to pick her 
up.” Many of the volunteers 
are from local churches, 
7 are Mothers’ Union 

members - motivated by their faith to offer 
this kind of community support; non church 
members also help as they see it as valuable 
work experience. Reverend Jean Hurlston, 
founder of the Oldham Street Angels, says 
“It’s certainly not all glamorous, we’ve cleaned 
up people with gashes, nosebleeds and vomit 
from their shoes. 

People have been very generous giving 
donations to buy equipment, from high visibility 
jackets to wet wipes, tissues and hand gel. 
Sometimes all people want is a quiet space to 
talk and we are good listeners.”  

Jean is assistant priest at Oldham Parish 
Church and still turns up for church on Sunday 
mornings...so why do they do it? Jean adds 
“Our motto is ‘there because we care’ and 
that is what our belief teaches. Street Angels 
express genuine love for others and the whole 
team does whatever it can to serve the people 
of Oldham.”

Oldham Street Angels is a project managed 
by Oldham Town Centre Chaplaincy.  Revd 
Jean can be contacted by using the following 
email: jeanhurlston@btinternet.com
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What celebrations acros

Doreen Hough, from St Anne with St 
James, Walmsley Deanery, writes... with a 
superb display showing the history of Mothers’ 
Union, the knitting done for the hospitals 
plus Angel Pockets, and Families First, the 
celebration was ready.  Although the day was 
extremely wet, the Queen was in attendance 
(just a cardboard cut-out!)  and all had a good 
time in celebration.

Marion Ball  writes about St Martin’s 
Mothers’ Union, Heywood and Middleton 
Deanery. Members of St Martin’s branch 
travelled to Heysham to share in Jubilee 
Celebrations with St Peter’s and St James’ 
Mothers’ Union members. They developed a link 
over the past couple of years when one of their 
members moved to live in Morecambe. Next 
year St Martin’s will be hosts when they come to 
visit. (pictured right)

Lynn Cotton, Branch Leader at Oldham 
Parish Church, writes... we welcomed the 
Mothers’ Union members from St Mary’s, 
High Crompton on Wednesday 6 June. The 
visitors were treated to a tour of the crypt and 
then they joined in our crazy craft evening. 
We all made a ‘loony tunes’ television 
set under the guidance of Susan Fozard. 
Much hilarity rang throughout the evening. 
Everyone was treated to a buffet supper 
provided by our verger John Dunkerley. A 
return visit to St Mary’s has been promised in 
the near future. What on earth will they have 
in store for us?

Bernice Reid, from Hulme Deanery, 
writes..We had a lovely celebration at St. James’ 
Church Moss-Side.  A superb Jubilee party 
enjoyed by everyone.

Dorothy Ford, from St Anne’s, Royton, 
writes...Red, white and blue, Land of Hope 
and Glory, Music, Sherry and Wine, a toast 
to ‘The Queen’, Jubilee fl ags and a table full 
of tempting food gave the members a Jubilee 
Party which was especially memorable and 
enjoyable.
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oss the Diocese

Romey Simpson, Branch Leader of 
Emmanuel Holcombe, writes...we celebrated 
the Jubilee with a cake, decorated with 
the Union fl ag and topped off with a crown 
(pictured above).
Two ladies had had a Blue Peter afternoon 
making the crown. After the National Anthem 
and a short service we had a trip down 
memory lane with each member recounting 
their reminiscences. 
One very poignant one from Mrs Hilda 
Gaskell who told us it was her birthday on the 
day the King died. We toasted Her Majesty, 
our Patron, with sparkling wine and refl ected 
on what a lovely day had been had by all.

Janice Coop, Branch Leader at St 
James, Thornham, Oldham West Deanery, 
writes...we had a great time at our Jubilee 
Sharing Supper.  We all dressed in red, white 
& blue, there was a fantastic array of patriotic 
desserts and a special Union Jack cake. 
We toasted Her Majesty, sang The National 
Anthem, and the party went with a swing as 
we were accompanied by live piano music, 
courtesy of one of our parishioners. A good 
time was had by all!

Jean Kelshaw, from Eccles Parish 
Church, writes...we celebrated the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee with a Summer Fair. It was a 
great occasion, with a very friendly atmosphere 
and a huge success.  Just look at those cakes! 
(pictured above)
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Walmsley 
Celebration
   “Come on and celebrate! His gift of love we 
will celebrate -The Son of God who loved us, 
And gave us life”

Members of Walmsley Deanery and guests 
enjoyed a wonderful Festival hosted by the 
members of Christ’s Church Harwood. It was 
a joyous occasion, fantastic singing, music, 
inspirational readings, prayers and sermon.

There are many occasions for celebration as 
we journey through life and as we celebrate 
God’s gift of love; these blessings were 
displayed at our Festival.

The birth of a child – new life, new hope, 
new joy. It is God’s purpose that children 
should know love within the stability of their 
home and grow in faith.

Baptism marks the beginning of a journey 
with God, which continues for the rest of our 
lives. It is the fi rst step in response to God’s 
love and followed later with Confi rmation.

Marriage is a gift of God in creation, a way 
of life made holy by God, which all should 
uphold and honour, it enriches society and 
strengthens community.

Birthdays and anniversaries are occasions 
when we celebrate the gift of life, gifts of love 
and give thanks to God for his faithfulness.

This year we celebrate and give thanksgiving 
for the Queen’s accession to the throne 60 
years ago. God of time and eternity grant our 
Queen your gifts of love and joy and peace.

During the service, gift bags relevant to the 
readings were brought forward and placed on 
the altar. Revd Canon Wendy Oliver revealed 
in her sermon the bags only contained 
packaging – no gifts. As members of Mothers’ 
Union ‘We are to use our different gifts in 
accordance with the grace God has given us 
(Romans 12:6) as we seek to share God’s 
love with others. Your gift?  Discover and 
Celebrate!

by Joyce Vickers

Action & Outreach

New banner
At the Bolton Deanery Festival held at St 
Peter’s Bolton on June 13th, with all the 
members of the Branch gathered together the 
new banner was dedicated by the Revd Judie 
Horrocks.  In attendance were Barbara Taylor, 
Diocesan President and Peggy Gathergood, 
Bolton Archdeaconry President.

Let’s welcome t
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Remembering 
Lilian Atkins
When Mrs Lilian Atkins, who had been a 
branch member of St. Paul Peel’s Mothers’ 
Union branch many years ago, died, 
she was living in Wotton-under-Edge, 
Gloucestershire. Her daughter, Mrs Irene 
Birnie, requested that any monies donated 
in Little Hulton in her mother’s memory 
should be used to buy an item for the church. 
After much deliberation it was decided to 
purchase a crystal vase and stand to use in 
the Mothers’ Union corner in church to be 
fi lled each week with fl owers – Lilian loved 
fl owers. Both stand and vase were engraved: 
Lilian Atkins  1917-2010 Devoted Mothers’ 

Union Member 1955-
2010
Her daughter Irene 
travelled with her 
husband from 
Gloucestershire on 
Mothering Sunday 
when the vase was 
dedicated and our 
new Branch Leader, 
Michelle Coghlin,  
commissioned.

During Manchester University Students’ 
Welcome Week, we are aiming for a more 
modern and dynamic image to represent the 
Mothers’ Union to students.  

We are asking for your support by collecting: 
Mugs, Chocolate Bars, Sachets of Hot 
Chocolate/Coffee/Sugar, Tea Bags and Cup 
a Soups. We also need your time and help to 
help with bagging up and giving out the ‘Goody 
Bags’  

Please contact Margaret Morris on 01706 
642846 or margaretandrobin@tiscali.co.uk  if 
you can spare an hour or two on any of the 
dates below.

 “Bagging Up” Thurs 13th and Fri 14th Sep
Giving out Goody Bags Mon 17th to 
Thurs 20th Sept  
As well as welcoming the students with a 

Goody Bag we also serve soup. We are able 
to chat with the students, many are missing 
their families and welcome a friendly smile and 
an invitation to join us each Wednesday for 
FREE soup and bread.

We do make a difference.
STOP PRESS - news of our superb welcome 

skills has reached Manchester Metropolitan 
University. We are pleased to have been 
asked to give their International students a 
Manchester welcome on Friday September 
14th. We are going to need lots of mugs!

e the students...
By Valerie Smith
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Win Hill’s 
many hats
They have worn so many ‘hats’ and are 
still active and enjoying being members 
of Mothers’ Union. Jean Taylor, from St 
Mary’s Davyhulme, writes...

Birthday Congratulations to Win Hill who 
celebrated her 90th birthday on July 9th.    
Win has been a member of Mothers’ Union 
for 33 years.  She was enrolled at Christ 
Church, Davyhulme in February 1979 and 
now attends St Mary the Virgin Davyhulme 
and is a member of its branch.  

Win has been a  Branch Leader at Christ 
Church, Stretford Deanery Leader, fi rst 
Archdeaconry President for Manchester 
Archdeaconry, Faith & Policy Co-ordinator 
for the Diocese, and was responsible for the 
setting up of Thursday Prayer at Manchester 
Cathedral which she has been very involved 
with over the past 5 years.   

She is interested in the whole work of 
Mothers’ Union.   Win and her husband, 
Rowland, celebrated their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary in 2008.   Win is a regular 
member of St Mary’s Church, taking a 
very active part in church services and is a 
Eucharistic Assistant and regularly takes 
communion to the housebound and local 
care homes in the parish.

Margaret Heeney
Many congratulations to Margaret Heeney, 
a member of St James, Moss Side Branch 
in the Hulme Deanery  who celebrated her  
81st birthday in May. Margaret writes....

I joined Mothers’ Union in June 1960, was 
commissioned as a Speaker and received a 
Speaker’s Badge. Travelled the length and 
breadth of the Diocese speaking at branch 
meetings and deanery festivals. Was invited 
by Flo Billington to be the Prayer Group 
Correspondent, which was then a President’s 
appointment. 

This post I held for 6 years. In 1990 I was 
the Members’ representative on Central 
Council attending three meetings a year 
for three years in London, with Marlene 
Armitage and Jean Bailey and the Diocesan 
Secretary, Joan Cooper.  All thoroughly 
enjoyable. I spoke at branch meetings about 
Central Council. 

Then I became the Marketing Co-
ordinator. Marlene nominated me to serve 
on the Central Committee. Again, thoroughly 
enjoyable meetings in London. 

I have also been Deanery Leader for Hulme 
and Archdeaconry President for Manchester. 
I have never been a Branch Leader. I have 
had a great time in my work for Mothers’ 
Union and would encourage every member 
to say Mary Sumner’s Prayer every day:

All this day, O Lord,
let me touch as many lives as possible for thee;

and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken,
whether through the word I speak,

the prayer I breathe,
or the life I live.

Amen.
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Free entry 
for every church member 

How to book
The Real Easter Egg team is please to offer you 
and your church members free entry to CRE 
North. Claim as many free tickets as you need by 
visiting www.to.ly/eyMY

For the fi rst time in nearly a decade the new 
look Christian Resources Exhibition, known as 
CRE North, is coming to the region. And thanks 
to the team behind the Real Easter Egg you 
can get as many free tickets as your parish 
needs, saving you up to £6 for every ticket.

What you will fi nd
More than 150 organisations and exhibitors will 
offer resources which can help you address the 
practical and spiritual needs facing your church 
and community.  

Exhibitors range from publishers to Messy 
Church,  charities to chair manufacturers, 
Christmas to Easter resources, notice boards 
to websites systems, lighting schemes to sound 
equipment, ideas on ways to worship and a 
range of inspiring vestments, plus much more.

Who should come?
The exhibition will help Clergy, wardens, PCC 
and Mothers’ Union members, youth and 
children’s workers – in fact anyone involved in 
leadership or wanting to discover fresh vision, 
effective resources and expert advice to equip 
and empower your church. 

Free seminars and resources
Choose from over 30 free practical and          
inspiring seminars aimed at meeting the needs 
of the church today and tomorrow. 

Be inspired and relax
Make the most of your time at CRE North by 
soaking up music, theatre and entertainment - 
or browse and choose from hundreds of books, 
CDs, DVDs, and gift ideas. Relax and meet 
with friends for coffee in the Toybox Café.

When and where
CRE North takes place on 10th & 11th October 
2012, at Event City, next to the Trafford Centre: 
postcode M17 8AS, website www.to.ly/ez1p 
There is ample free parking. 

“There’s no other exhibition which 
is better placed to equip you and 
your church than CRE North. 
You will leave with new and fresh 
ways to communicate God’s     
unchanging message.” 

The Bishop of Manchester.

Christian Resources 
Exhibition North - new look

Pictured above, the Real Easter Egg at stand at a     
previous CRE exhibition. The Real Easter Egg is the 
only Easter egg to support the mission of the church  by 
including a copy of the Easter story in each box.  
See the new 2013 Real Easter Egg design and 150 
other exhibitors and organisations at CRE North.



The Directory
Diocesan Secretary: Mrs. Judith Hilton
5th Floor, Church House, 90 Deansgate, Manchester. M3 2GH
Tel:  0161 828 1427  info@mothersunionmanchester.org

Shop: Open:  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am-2pm
5th Floor, Church House, 90 Deansgate, Manchester M3 2GH
Tel: 0161 834 5399 shop@mothersunionmanchester.org

Diocesan President: Mrs. Barbara Taylor
36 Guiseley Close,  Bury, BL9 5JR
0161 764 0483     president@mothersunionmanchester.org

Bolton Archdeaconry President: Mrs. Peggie Gathergood
30 Silvermere Close, Ramsbottom. Bury. BL0 7WH
01706 823582     bolton@mothersunionmanchester.org

Manchester Archdeaconry President: Mrs Sandra Bradshaw
193 Thornton Road Fallowfi eld, Manchester M14 7NS
0161 224 0072        manchester@mothersunionmanchester.org

Rochdale Archdeaconry President: Mrs. Mary Helliwell
Newlyn, 2 Station Road, Grotton, Oldham.  OL4 5QY
0161 624 3942         rochdale@mothersunionmanchester.org

Salford Archdeaconry President: Mrs. Carol Eyles
8 Guilford Road Manchester M30 7NF
0161 788 9428         salford@mothersunionmanchester.org

Unit Co-ordinators
Administration: Mrs. Jennifer White
0161 723 5537     admin@mothersunionmanchester.org

Marketing: Mrs. Chris Haworth
0161 723 3015     marketing@motherunionmanchester.org

Faith & Policy: Mrs. Lily Critten
01663 741070     faith@mothersunionmanchester.org

Action & Outreach: Revd. Angela Dand     
01942 879608          outreach@mothersunionmanchester.org

Diocesan members leader:  Mrs. Barbara Baynham   
0161 861 0477

www.MothersUnionManchester.org

Next Cymbal
Articles should be sent, preferably by email to cymbal@
mothersunionmanchester.org or to Chris Haworth, 15, Wardle 
Close, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 4QJ, or Carol Eyles, 8, 
Guilford Road, Manchester M30 7JF, by 3rd September 2012. 
Cymbal is published by Manchester Mothers’ Union Charity no 250086




